
Marlin original golden 39a lever action
.22 LR, $593

Gun Tests grade: C
We knocked this grade down because we wouldn’t buy the Marlin for 

smaller shooters. However, this gun did shoot the best with two of 
our test ammos, so if you mentally upgrade it to a B for that reason, 

we wouldn’t be offended.

SPECIFICATIONS
Overall Length............................................... 40 in.
Barrel Length...............................................24.0 in.
Length of Pull.............................................13.7 in.
Drop @ Comb................................................. 1.0 in.
Drop @ Heel................................................... 1.6 in.
Weight (Unloaded)...................................... 7.2 lbs.
Capacity, S/L/LR................................26/21/19+1
Action Type.................................... Lever, Side Eject

Receiver.................................................. Blued Steel

Barrel............................Blued Steel, 1:16 rh Twist

Stock.................Black Walnut, Mar-Shield Finish

Recoil Pad.......................................................Rubber

Forearm.............Black Walnut, Mar-Shield Finish

Trigger Pull Weight..................................... 4.5 lbs.
Sights, Rear.. Adjustable Semi-Buckhorn Folding

Sights, Front	Ramp, Brass Bead, Wide-Scan Hood

Sight Radius..................................................... 21 in.
Warranty.......................................................5 Years

The arrow points to the Marlin’s crossbolt safety, a feature the other two 
guns lacked (though they had half-cock safeties on their hammers). 
Also, you can see the hammer extension, a piece which screws onto 
the hammer, allowing the shooter the control the hammer even when 
a scope is mounted. At the top of the gun is the back end of a Weaver 
mount screwed onto the top of the receiver. This allowed fast and easy 
scope mounting, a real advantage the Marlin held over the Henry, which 
had no provision for mounting a scope. The BL-22 had receiver grooves.


